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I T ’ S  RE A L L Y  A L L  A B OU T  T H E  V I N E Y A RD S  

A t  W a te rk lo o f ,  w e  u s e  o rg a n ic  a s  w e l l  a s  b io d y n a m i c  m e t h o d s  b a s ed  o n  O ld  W o r ld ,  

s u s t a in a b l e  p r a c t i ce s  in  o u r  v in ey a r d s  t o  en s u r e  th a t  t h e  v in es  a re  n o u r i s h e d  a n d  in  

b a l a n c e .  W h en  y o u  d r i v e  i n t o  th e  fa rm  yo u  a r e  a b l e  to  s e e  th e  c o w s ,  p ig s ,  s h e ep ,  g o a t s  

ch ic ke n s  a n d  h o r s e s  w h ic h  w e  u s e  f o r  t h e i r  m a n u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  w e ed  c o n tr o l  a n d  m a n y  

o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .  Ou r  s o i l s  a r e  f r ee  o f  ch em ic a l s  a n d  a r e  k ep t  h ea l t h y  b y  u s i n g  p la n t  

ex t ra ct s ,  fu n g i  a n d  b a c te r i a  f r o m  o u r  o w n ,  n a tu ra l  co m p o s t .  H ea l th i er  s o i l s  m ea n  v in es  

w i t h  ro o t s  d ig g i n g  d eep er  th a n  5  m et er s ,  t r u l y  ex p r es s in g  th e  te r r o i r .  

 

T h es e  t r a d i t io n a l  m e th o d s ,  c o m b in ed  w i th  a  s o u t h w e s t - fa c i n g ,  w i n d y  v in ey a r d  s i te  en s u re  

a  b a la n c ed  a n d  n a tu ra l l y  l o w  y ie ld in g  v i n e  t h a t  p ro d u ce s  in te n s e  f la v o u r s .  T h e  v i n e ya r d s  

a re  a b o u t  5  k i lo m e t er s  f r o m  th e  s ea  a n d  a re  p la n t ed  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  b e tw e en  2 7 0  a n d  3 0 0  

m ete rs  a b o v e  s ea  l ev e l .  T h e  s o i l s  a re  o f  s a n d s to n e  o r ig in  w i t h  m e d i u m - s i zed  s to n e s ,  

h e lp in g  w i t h  d ra in a g e  a n d  a l s o  w i th  m o i s t u r e  re te n t io n .  T h e  v i n e ya r d s  a r e  a n  a v era g e  a g e  

o f  2 1  ye a r s .  

 

A  G E N T L E  H A N D   

T h e  w in em a k in g  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h e  s a m e fo r  a l l  o f  W a t er k l o o f ’ s  p r em iu m  w h i t e  w in es .  W e 

fo l l o w  a  t r a d i t io n a l ,  m i n im a l i s t i c  a p p ro a c h  w h ic h  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  i n t er f er e  a s  l i t t l e  a s  

p o s s i b l e  w i th  th e  w in em a k in g  p r o c es s .  T h i s  a l l o w s  th e  f la v o u rs  p re v a l en t  in  th a t  s p e c i f i c  

v in ey a r d  to  b e  e x p res s e d  in  t h e  w in e .  T o  a ch ie v e  t h i s ,  a l l  g ra p e s  a r e  h a r v e s t ed  o n  t a s t e ,  

p i ck ed  b y  h a n d ,  s o r ted  b y  h a n d  a n d  f in a l l y  w h o l e - b u n ch  p res s e d  in  o u r  m o d e rn  b a s k e t  

p re s s ,  s o  th a t  w e  ex t ra c t  th e  p u re s t  j u i ce  in  t h e  g en t le s t  w a y .  T h e  j u i c e  i s  t h e n  s e t t le d  

n a t u r a l l y  f o r  2 4  h o u r s .  A s  w e  d o n ’ t  s p ra y  a n y  c h em i ca l s  i n  o u r  v i n e ya rd ,  w i ld  ye a s t  i s  

em p l o y ed  t o  fe rm en t  th e  j u i ce  in  o ld  6 0 0 l i t re  b a r r e l s .  T h i s  l ea d s  to  a  lo n g e r  fe rm en ta t i o n  

p ro ce s s  w i th  a  s l o w  re l ea s e  o f  a r o m a s  a n d  a  m o r e  s t ru ct u re d  p a l a t e .  T h e  n a tu ra l  

fe rm en ta t i o n  p ro ce s s  t o o k  6  m o n th s  to  c o m p l e te ,  a f t er  w h i ch  th e  w in e  w a s  le f t  o n  th e  

g ro s s  le s s  f o r  a n o t h e r  2  m o n t h s .  W e  d o  n o t  a d d  a n y  a c i d  o r  en z ym es  d u r i n g  th e  

w in em a k in g  p r o c es s ,  w i th  o n ly  a  l i g h t  f i l t ra t i o n  a n d  a  s m a l l  a d d i t io n  o f  s u lp h u r  a d d ed  a s  a  

p re s e rv a t iv e  p r io r  t o  b o t t l i n g .  

 

A N D  A  F E W  P RA Y E RS  T O  M OT H E R N A T U RE :   T H E  2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9  G R OW I N G  S E A S ON  

T h e  cu r r en t  h a r v e s t  i s  d e te r m in ed  b y  th e  co n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  p r ev io u s  ye a r s .  W i t h  th i s  ta ken  

in to  a c co u n t ,  w e  co u ld  s ee  t h a t  a l l  o f  o u r  h a r d  w o r k  in  2 0 1 8  c er ta in ly  p a i d  o f f  in  t h i s  

yea r ’ s  h a rv es t .  T h e  l ea v es  w er e  s t i l l  g re en  f o r  m o r e  th a n  a  m o n t h  a f te r  p i ck in g  th e  g r a p e s .  

W e w e lc o m ed  a  b i t  o f  r a i n  j u s t  a f t er  t h e  2 0 1 8  h a rv es t ,  w h ic h  a l s o  h e lp ed  th e  v i n e  t o  b u i ld -

u p  s o m e  m u ch - n e ed e d  re s e r v es .  

 

T h e  2 0 1 8  w in te r  w a s  co ld  a n d  t h e  v in e  co u ld  g o  in t o  p ro p er  d o rm a n cy .  D u r in g  th i s  t im e,  

w e  w o r ked  h a rd  to  b u i l d  u p  t h e  n u tr ie n t s  re q u i r ed  i n  th e  v in ey a r d  fo r  th e  s u m m er  g ro w in g  

p er i o d .  A t  W a t er k l o o f  w e  a r e  a lw a ys  tw ea k in g  t h e  p r o ce s s e s .   O n e  ex a m p l e ,  o f  m a n y ,  i s  

th e  d ee p  b ed  s ys tem ,  w h e re  w e  p u t  p la n t  cu t t i n g s  a n d  m a n u re  in t o  a n  a re a  th a t  u s ed  t o  b e  

a er a t ed  b y  c h i c ken s  s c ra tc h i n g  a r o u n d .  T h i s  t im e  ro u n d ,  th e  c h i c ke n s  w er e  s u b s t i tu te d  b y  

th re e  b ea u t i fu l  l i t t l e  p ig s  t o  d ig  ch a n n e l s  in to  t h e  co m p o s t  t o  tu rn  i t .   T h i s  m ix t u r e  w a s  

 



 

es p ec ia l l y  b e n e f i c ia l  d u r in g  t h e  d r o u g h t ,  a s  i t  i s  a  r i ch  s o u rc e  o f  c a r b o n  th a t  im p ro v es  

th e  w a te r  re t en t i o n  a b i l i ty  o f  th e  s o i l s .  

 

W e ex p e r i en ce d  a n  ev en  b u d b u r s t  d u r in g  a  c o o l  s p r i n g  b u t  h a d  a  lo t  o f  w in d  d u r in g  

f l o w e r in g  w h i ch  le d  to  u n ev e n  b er ry  s et  o n  s o m e o f  th e  b l o c ks .  T o  h e lp  t h e  v in e  r i p en  

p ro p e r ly ,  w e  o n ly  k ep t  th e  m o r e  d ev e l o p ed  b u n c h es  o n  th e  v in e .  

T h e  s u m m er  g ro w in g  s e a s o n  w a s  fa i r l y  c o o l ,  ex cep t  f o r  a  few  w a rm er  d a ys  in  O c to b er .  W e 

w er e  a l s o  v e ry  h a p p y  to  w e lc o m e s o m e ra in  i n  Ja n u a ry ,  w h i ch  a c co m p a n i ed  b y  th e  w i n d ,  

le d  to  t h e  s o i l  re ce iv in g  g o o d  m o i s tu re  w i th o u t  h a v in g  h u m id i t y  b u i l d - u p  o n  t h e  g ra p es  

th a t  co u l d  ca u s e  r o t .  

 

T h e  2 0 1 9  h a r v e s t  c o m m en c e d  t h e  l a s t  w ee k  o f  J a n u a r y  b u t  w en t  in t o  fu l l  s w in g  f r o m  th e  

f i r s t  w ee k  o f  F e b r u a ry .  W e p ic ke d  o u r  la s t  g ra p es  a t  th e  en d  o f  M a r ch .  O n  th e  yo u n g e r  

b lo c ks ,  th e  y ie ld  w a s  d o w n  b y  a b o u t  1 0 % ,  b u t  th e  o ld er  b lo ck s  p r o d u ce d  m o re  o r  le s s  th e  

s a m e.  

 

T h e  w h i te s  s h o w ed  a  lo t  o f  c o n c en tr a t i o n  a n d  v ib ra n t  a c i d i ty .  W i th  th e  re d s ,  w e  h a d  

lo v e ly  s m a l l  b e r r i es  w i th  t h i c k  s k in s .   D u r i n g  p ro ce s s in g ,  w e  o n c e  a g a in  w o r ked  g en t ly  t o  

a v o id  o v e r - ex t r a c t i n g  a n d  le t  M o th er  N a tu r e  ta k es  h er  c o u rs e  w i th  o u r  n a t u r a l  f e rm en ts . .  

 

T A S T I N G  N OT E S  F R OM  T H E  G L A S S  OF  N A D I A  BA RN A R D  

S a u v ig n o n  b la n c  i s  v e ry  v e rs a t i l e  a n d  a l s o  s h o w s  d i s t in c t  te r r o i r  ch a ra c te r i s t i c s .  I n  t h i s  

w in e ,  th e  S c h a p en b e rg  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  w i th  g r ea t  f r es h n e s s ,  l im e  n o t es  a n d  a l s o  a  b i t  o f  

g o o s eb e r r i es .  T h e  p a la t e  i s  v er y  e l eg a n t ,  re f i n e d  a n d  l in g ers  w e l l  o n  th e  a f te r ta s t e .  I  

en j o y  t h i s  w in e  w i t h  a  s im p l e  c ra b  s a l a d  a n d  i t  a l s o  p a i r s  p e r fe ct ly  w i th  a  c ra y f i s h  o n  th e  

g r i l l .  

 

T H E  N U M BE RS  ( 2 1  2 7 0  b o t t l e s )  

A lc :  1 3 . 5  %  

RS :  4  g / l  

T A :  6 . 8  g / l   

p H :  3 . 1  

 
 

 

  

 

 


